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September 17, 1945 


From a aeoret and reliable source wa have received tha 
following Informations 

In our_ latest Interview with a laadar of tha Synarohiat 
Union of Maxi oo, ha gave ua pa mi a al on to quota tha coopera- 
tive anawar glran him by Prasldant Avila Camacho • Despite 
tha anti- Synarohiat propaganda by laftlat oirolaa, tha Presi- 
dent of Mexico haa oonstantly defended tha demooratlo righta 
of free apaaoh and free organization. When laftlat deputlea 
first advocated forbidding the establishment of Synarohiat 
agricultural oolonies in lower California and later advoca- 
ted tha ^prohibition of 8ynarohist meetings at whioh, as hap- 
pened reoently at Leon, as many as 100,000 people assemble, 
the president invariably answereds They are Mexioana and have 
the right to be pro tooted by the gaerment. Beoently the 
president went a step further and assured tha Synarohiat 
leader that, as the 8ynarohiat movement had proved to have 
re a peat for the law, he was ef the opinion that it should 
be helped by the goverment in its efforts to better the 
social conditions of tha agricultural worker. The oooaelon 
for this statement was the expos# made by him of the situation 
of the Synarohiat oolonlets ef lower California who oanaot, 
with their limited private means, buy asaential fans tools 
nor oonstruot the roads neoass ary to raise the living standards 
of this region. The Synarohiat leader now haa, after the as- 
surances given by the president, solid hope that the Credit 
Unions will not refuse the Synarohista the loans normally 
oonoeded to sooio-eoonomirf^rgeni sat ions whioh are considered 
a sound moral risk, f 

The development of oynarohims haa now reached a turning 
point. Tha llttla group founded on May 85, 1957, in Leon, 
Guanajuato, by three lawyers. Manual Zcmeno, dose Trust* 
Olivares, Salvador Abasoal, and a farts r, Joss Antonio Urquisa, 
has grown to a membership of 700,000 Mtxloans, mostly Indiana 
of the poorer olass. Up to that time the peons, deal tl tut# 
laborers, had not been considered by professional politicians 
a fores worth organising, and Cardenas* experiments in oolleo- 
tivima did not suooeed in raising their living standards. 

The Synarohist leaders, preaching Christian social order, 
have won the hearts of tha forlorn fiald-workera and have, 
instilled in them a great hope whioh oan no longer be cup* 
pressed. Sofia Del Valle, founder of the Xnstltuto de 
Culture Tamili AMS# who la wall known In the United States \ 
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through her numerous lectures# expressed the basic results of 
8yparohisa In a striking observation, "I h ate aeon", the said, 

"on the faoes of those peons 1 visited# the ohange of soul real- 
ised by $ynarchi», the new dignity and soolal oonsolenoe awakened 
by the movement"# (£} 

IXiring these last years, hundreds of snail forgotten vil- 
lages have been visited by the members of the 8ynarohiet Union# 
Assembled In private horns# the peons have listened to the ana- 
lysis made by members of their own olass of the unbearable situ- 
ation of neglect in whioh they live* Their hearts have responded 
to the oonolusloni "Their own inertia and lack of social oon- 
soienoe is the primary eouroe of their t rouble S| they must wake 
up# work hard# and organise their forces to become a constructive 
influence in the new Uexioo." The Synarohist Union aooepts as 
members only men and women of good moral and Christian lives# 

The first undertaking of 8ynarohism has been to raise moral 
standards# to awaken among Uexloo f s poor £he oonviotlon that 
they must live up to their old and undying Catholio traditions* 

In fact# In the villages where Synarohism has been adopted# 
drunkenness and laslness are fast disappearing# The leading 
men of these villages where Synarohism has been adopted# have 
assumed their responsibilities# educating their brethren at msaerous 
meetings# distributing the paper "81 Binarquista" and "Orden"# 
arousing enthusiasm through vivid demonstrations under the Bynarohiet 
banner. In the beginning there was sharp opposition by leftist 
officials of the Tejidoe (oolleotlvist farms)# by representatives of 
the offloial goverment part^^C Parti do de la Bevoluolon Mejioana# 

PSM) and some times bloody repression by the "Eeservas Agrarlas* 

(Armed groups formerly organised against ths rioh landed pro- 
prietor# and now directed against the Synarohlsts# ) One of 
the founders of Bynarohlm# Urquisa# was killed by them# and 
about 720 others have also fallen# martyrs to the cause# 

low# says the Bynarohiet chief# the assaults of the "Pie- 
toleroe" have diminished oonslderably# and In many regions the 
offloial ohiefs and members of the revolutionary party have 
seoretly become Bynarohlete beoauee they honestly believe this 
movement is the movement of the people; 

Gradually gynarohima is beginning to define Its alms and 
methods more olearly# A movement of the simple and uncultured 
people oould not be expected from the beginning to achieve great 
elarity in its ideology and orgcnlittlon# Xt nay be said# that 
although the founders and leaders were derolo in their dedioat ion 
to the oause of the people# and exceptional in their perseverance# 
they have not always been intellectually solid and praotloal. 

They have refused to oppose evil with arms and have maintained 
their altofness from political elections# But their language has f£\ 
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often been violent and they have sometime* oonfuead the onus* 
of damooreoy with the Mexloan nleua* of denoorsoy by fraudulent 
politics! lender#. This ooafueion la being olaarad up by a a ora d. 
dlatlaot dafinltloa of Synarohlsm aai a aooio-eoonomlo movement 
whloh a laa at the organisation by tha paopla thameelvea, of thoaa 
cooperative# flnanolal and eyndloal constitutions whloh oan save 
than fro* thalr age-old alaary. Thie oonoapt la sound, for all 
planning and atate- Intervention la without avail. If indlvlduala 
do not laarn to exert tha proper efforta for a be tt ament of thalr 
oondltlona. . 5 ^ 

The orgahlaatlon la alao finally taking aora definite ahape. 

In tha tlaaa of "pletoleriaa" and terror, it waa under etandable 
that tha laadara did not wlah by publiolslng thalr name#, to ax- 
poaa thenaelvea to tha fate whloh befell one of tha foundera, 

Jose Antonio Urqulaa. Political laadara of daaworaoy, aa wall 
aa tha ohuroh, rightly nanlfaat thalr laok of oonfldanoa In 
"aaorat ooanaltteea* whloh oan elude all attempts at ohaoklng 
and oan, with tha beat intention*, develop* authoritarian wathoda. 
The actual pre aidant now inalata that the diraotlng oomnlttees 
openly aim* lta raaponalbllltlaa and that tha nanaa of nawbaro 
be published regularly in the Syanrohlet paper, tha diraotlng 
oanslttaa oonaulta lta adviaafa an apaoUl qua et Ions, and sutalta 
matter* of faith and morals to • theologian. Tha regional and 
load oommittee* are alao being reorganised along a aora demo- 
o ratio pattern, formerly tha neadnatlac of laadara waa a kind 
of family affair. A representative of tha movement who founded 
a eeotlon pra tented to tha mt-eting a Hat of oandidateo for tha 
looal ooamdttee, whloh waa puolloly dloouaaod and whloh uoually 
■at with unanlmoua approval, low that tha menberahlp has dev- 
eloped, a aonatltutloa la being prepared whloh will determine 
tha nnnrnar in ahieh looal, rogloaal and oontral authorities 
shall be appointed. A aohool la alao being formed for training 
field aeoretarlee In tha proper dootlnal approach and methods 
of notion. ^5) 

gynardhlm la a lay -mo ram* at, whloh Inevitably prooaada in 
temporal matters by trial and arror, and does not Involve any 
responsibility of the Ohuroh. tha Ohuroh authorities vfco are 
always realiatio have nxpreesed neither approval or disapproval* 
Many landing Cathollos In Msxloo have sometime* feared that 
oertala propaganda themes end methods of notion might provo to 
be Imprudent. Iona have doubted, however, the profoundly Christian 
spirit and praotlos of tha laadara and members, (him feot la 
oleari neither Ohuroh nor State ean save the people, if the people 
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«r* not awakened to the Job of earing th«a«elve*. 8ynarohl«* 
haa won the heart* of the poorest of the Kexioen proletariat, 
has restored their faith in themsolvee, in their own dignity 
and brotherhood, basing this transformation on the eternal 
truths of the Fatherhood of Ood. Thio trans formation lethe 
basis of the "good sooiety" and instead of perpetuating the ^ 
our rent Uexloan soeptioisn about the practicability of boaeet 
working denooraoy, the gynarohlst movmnent is bound to further 
the revival and development of * better democracy, founded on 
better eduoation, on the growth in the Uexloan nesses of hwan 
dignity and regeneratire faith. 

Confidential Information 

In a private audienoe with the informant, a leading eoole- 
siastlo showed sene fear that Synarohist leaders night bs violent 
and imprudent in their propaganda against the leaders 
Partldo Hevolutlonnrlo Bexioano (PBM). *he Churoh leader admits, 
as all objeotlve Uexloan* do, that professional politicians make 

fortunes by graft and falsify the results of eleotlons. Be, 

however, pur.ues a polloy of cooperation with the eovermsnt and 
obtains de faoto inoreaaing teleranoe for religion. Be keeps 
Catholio Aotion (the ooi*wretlom of the laity in the apoetolate 
of the hierarohy) within- the strictest Units of spiritual ao- 
tion, forbidding the slightest interference in political natter*. | 


* fom«r 

d«aoor*tlo and pro-AllUd dl>oouri«is 


that the 

^u^^ade^a^orUdS ndTTnn to men tion the Synarohist 
movement in hi* di*patohes *• 

oonneotion between it and the Chur oh. ) 

A former president ef the Catholio lotion of Men revealed 
that In the ***11 villages many young men who should have been 
leaders in Catholio Aotion formed the Synarohl.t movement. He 
stressed that gynarohists are fervent Oatholioa. 

A priest, eoolesiastioai assistant of Catholio Aotion, 
does not like the method* of flynarohlma. He showed how it is 
difficult to organise the youth in Catholio Aotion because of 
the political difficulties in Mexico. Be revealed that an order 
from the Vatican has forbidden bishops and priests to take any i 
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